
By Josh Perttunen
Freeman Staff

NEW BERLIN – When a
young man came calling in
the 14000 block of Woodland
Drive to ask if Joe Bach
needed any trees on his prop-
erty cut and removed, it
began a chain of events that
led the World War II veteran
and New Berlin resident to
make a decision he still can’t
believe that he made.

He wrote a check to the
man that followed in the first
one’s stead for the full
amount of the project, more
than $5,000 delivered up
front. 

A salesman himself for
more than 60 years, Bach is
still bemoaning the fact that

he did this nearly a week
after the fact. 

“The guy was a closer,” he
said. ”I paid him a goodly
amount. He had me sign the
check and then immediately
took it to the bank.”

“Who would fully pay for
services before they were
performed?” he asked. 

A crew then came to cut
trees in both Bach’s front
and back yards, including a
85-foot-tall oak that Bach esti-
mates was five feet in diame-
ter. The company never sent
a crew to follow through with
the removal, despite being
contacted by the New Berlin
Police Department and
promising to do so Saturday. 

“I can’t imagine myself
doing this, but I did,” Bach
said. “I can’t very well glue
the tree back together and
undo it.”

Officer Tony Fus of the
NBPD  said criminal charges
aren’t likely, and that the
deed exists in a gray area

between breach of contract,
which is a civil matter, and
criminal intent. Proving the
latter can be difficult.

It is a frustrating position
to be in, Fus said. 

“The investigator is
burned by the fact that some-
body would come into the
community and scam a
WWII vet who has given so
much to his country,”  he
said.

Spreading the word could
help ensure that people don’t
fall for the same scam in the
future, he added. 

“If a home repair business

goes soliciting door to door,
do research on the business
first,” Fus advised. “And I
don’t recommend paying the
full amount up front.”

Police Capt. Mike Glider
agreed, adding that he hopes
a legitimate tree service will
help remove the felled trees
“out of the goodness of their
hearts.” 

Bach said he can’t imagine
making a promise he didn’t
intend to fulfill. 

“I didn’t realize these types
of people existed,”  he said. 

Email: jperttunen@conleynet.com
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THE MARKET IN REVIEW

NYSE
9,726.62 -70.56

NYSE MKT
2,335.59 -12.64

NASDAQ
3,794.01 -21.26

Stock Footnotes: n = New in past 52 weeks. rs = Stock has
undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the
past year.s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last
year. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. 
Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
YTD

Name        Ex Div  Yld PE  Last Chg %Chg

AT&T Inc NY 1.80 5.3 25 33.71 -.21 0.0

Actuant NY .04 .1 18 37.69 -.48 +35.0

BP PLC NY 2.16 5.1 10 42.50 -.10 +2.1

Bemis NY 1.04 2.7 19 38.28 -.30 +14.4

BrigStrat NY .48 2.4 ... 20.00 -.29 -5.1

Chevron NY 4.00 3.4 9 118.15 -.43 +9.3

Citigroup NY .04 .1 13 48.86 -.74 +23.5

CocaCola NY 1.12 3.0 20 37.66 -.25 +3.9

ColgPalm s NY 1.36 2.2 26 61.23 -.30 +17.1

ConocoPhil NY 2.76 3.8 12 71.89 -.07 +24.0

Disney NY .75 1.1 20 66.44 -.39 +33.4

ExxonMbl NY 2.52 2.9 9 86.79 -.81 +.3

Fiserv Nasd ... ... 24 101.94 -.43 +29.0

FordM NY .40 2.4 12 16.97 -.21 +31.0

GenElec NY .76 3.1 18 24.19 -.19 +15.2

HarleyD NY .84 1.3 21 65.23 -.46 +33.6

HomeDp NY 1.56 2.1 22 75.18 -1.17 +21.6

IBM NY 3.80 2.1 13 184.66 -2.31 -3.6

JohnJn NY 2.64 2.9 20 89.93 +.13 +28.3

JohnsnCtl NY .76 1.8 16 41.70 -.58 +36.0

JoyGlbl NY .70 1.4 8 51.50 -.53 -19.3

KimbClk NY 3.24 3.4 21 96.55 -.41 +14.4

Kohls NY 1.40 2.7 12 51.44 -.05 +19.7

Koss Nasd .24 4.7 7 5.16 -.04 +8.6

Magnetek Nasd ... ... 14 18.45 -.03 +74.7

ManpwrGp NY .92 1.2 26 76.43 -.25 +80.1

Marcus NY .34 2.4 19 14.37 +.16 +15.2

Microsoft Nasd 1.12 3.2 13 34.49 +.04 +29.1

Modine NY ... ... ... 14.53 +.07 +78.7

OshkoshCp NY ... ... 13 50.58 -.37 +70.6

RockwlAut NY 2.08 2.0 20 106.35 -2.42 +26.6

RoyDShllA NY 3.60 5.5 8 65.27 +.33 -5.3

SPX Cp NY 1.00 1.2 17 84.29 -1.29 +20.2

SmithAO s NY .48 1.1 27 45.51 +.21 +44.3

SnapOn NY 1.52 1.5 18 98.25 -.81 +24.4

Target NY 1.72 2.7 15 62.93 -.72 +6.4

3M Co NY 2.54 2.1 19 119.82 -1.58 +29.0

Toyota NY 1.99 1.5 ... 129.61 -1.14 +39.0

WalMart NY 1.88 2.5 14 74.37 -.31 +9.0

WiscEngy NY 1.53 3.8 17 40.52 -.53 +10.0

SILVER
5,000 troy oz.- cents per troy oz.
Oct 13 2118.0 2067.5 2114.6 -16.4

CATTLE
40,000 lbs.- cents per lb.
Oct 13 129.40 128.45 128.50 -.95
FEEDER CATTLE
50,000 lbs.- cents per lb.
Oct 13 167.05 164.70 165.70 -1.67

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE
1,000 bbl.- dollars per bbl.
Nov 13 102.46 100.87 101.21 -1.20
NATURAL GAS
10,000 mm btu’s, $ per mm btu
Nov 13 3.855 3.773 3.790 -.030

GOLD
100 troy oz.- dollars per troy oz.
Oct 13 1283.60 1254.10 1273.00 -3.40

SOYBEAN OIL
60,000 lbs- cents per lb
Dec 13 40.97 40.37 40.66 +.27

CORN
5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel
Dec 13 444 436 443.50 +6.50

ROUGH RICE
2,000 CWT- dollars per CWT
Nov 13 15.485 15.125 15.480 +.325

OATS
5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel
Dec 13 331.75 315.50 331 +14

SOYBEANS
5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel
Nov 13 1276.75 1264.25 1267 -6

SOYBEAN MEAL
100 tons- dollars per ton
Dec 13 407.90 400.70 402.40 -5.00

WHEAT
5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel
Dec 13 693.50 685.25 685.75 -6.75
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FUELS
High           Low          Close    Chg.      
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STOCK EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

Workforce Development Center
hosts job fair today at WCTC

PEWAUKEE – A job recruitment fair
being held in the Waukesha County Tech-
nical College gymnasium today aims to
establish connections between nearly 1,000
job-seekers and a variety of industries. 

Employers will begin setting up for the
Autumn Recruitment Fair at 11 a.m. and
the doors open at 1 p.m. The event, which
runs until 4 p.m., is hosted by the Wauke-
sha County Workforce Development Cen-
ter. 

Some of the employers who will have
representatives present include Ace Preci-
sion, Avon, Aurora Health Care, Sendik’s
Food Markets, Waukesha Metal Products,
Scion Dental, Nissen Staffing, the Medical
College of Wisconsin, Manitowoc Cranes,
Reinhart Foodservice, Bankers Life and
Casualty Company, Epic, Integrated Devel-
opment Services and LindenGrove Health-
care Centers.  

WCTC is located at 800 Main St. in
Pewaukee.

For more information, call Laura Spren-
geler at 695-7894 or email
lsprengeler@wctc.edu.

Small business owners less 
optimistic in September 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Even before the
federal government shutdown’s full effects
were felt, small business owners said they
were feeling less optimistic about the
future. 

According Small Business Economic
Trends data collected by the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business, small
business owner optimism decreased by
0.20 from August’s reading of 94.1 for a
measurement of 93.9. 

Twenty-four percent of owners sur-
veyed in September cited regulations and
red tape as their No. 1 business problem,
18 percent cited taxes, and 17 percent
cited “poor sales.” Only 2 percent report-
ed that financing was their top business
problem, according to the report. 

Job creation by small businesses was
also down in September. NFIB owners
reduced employment by an average of 0.1
workers per firm in September after

August’s slight gain, according to the
report. Small business owners, however,
are anticipating an increase in sales,
according to the report.   

WCTC to offer networking workshop 
PEWAUKEE – Learn the skills it takes

to be a strong networker and then put
those newly learned techniques to the test
during an upcoming workshop at Wauke-
sha County Technical College.

“How to Master the Art of Networking”
will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Oct.
23 in the WCTC Richard T. Anderson Edu-
cation Center, 800 Main St. The evening
will start with registration check-in, open
networking and refreshments at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by the presentation by Debra J.
Schmidt, the owner of Loyalty Leader
Inc. At 8:30 p.m. there will be 30 minutes
of open networking. 

The cost is $20 and registration must be
done by noon Monday at
www.wctcalws.eventbrite.com.

During this interactive program, atten-
dees will learn the truth behind network-
ing myths, seven networking power tools
and how to use them, how to develop a
personal networking plan, how to “work a
room” at social and business functions
and how to keep track of details.

Konecranes completes move from
Illinois to Pleasant Prairie

PLEASANT PRAIRIE – Konecranes has
left its two facilities in Gurnee, Ill. for one
larger building in Pleasant Prairie. 

Konecranes’ Electric Components Man-
ufacturing Center has expanded from
23,000 square feet split between two build-
ings in Gurnee to a 47,000-square-foot
building in Pleasant Prairie. 

By moving into the new larger facility,
Konecranes will have safer operations,
have more efficient production, will be
able to offer a broader product offering
and improve production time as it contin-
ues to grow. 

According to the company, it considered
several locations before choosing south-
eastern Wisconsin for its workforce, loca-
tion, educational system and infrastruc-
ture.

By Daniel Gaitan
Freeman Staff

WALES – The federal
planning grant budget for
the Kettle Moraine High
School of Health and Sci-
ences, a proposed charter
school, was discussed dur-
ing the Governance Council
meeting Tuesday. About
$175,000 in phase one grant
money for the 2014 fiscal
year could be divided
between staff development,
legal advice, employee bene-
fits and supplies, among
other things.

“I think the biggest thing
that parents need to know
about the federal grant is
that it is federal dollars,”
said Health Charter School
Director Steve Plum. “It’s
not a property tax, it’s fed-
eral dollars.”

“The largest amount of
our school funding still
comes from state and prop-
erty taxes,” Plum said. “We
get the money to put togeth-
er innovative schools. All
charter schools tend to have
a focus. They tend to have a
population that they’re
serving.” 

The Health and Sciences
school would focus on
preparing students for
careers in the health care
industry, Plum said. “There
is an amazing shortfall of
health professionals in this
state,” he said.

The council also addressed

the urgent need for the
school to become a regis-
tered 501(c)3 by the Internal
Revenue Service, because
health care providers tend to
prefer partnering with regis-
tered nonprofits. Attendees
were concerned about the
partial government shut-
down’s effect on the process
of receiving the status.

“If we’re going to get any
kind of donation from Auro-
ra, ProHealth or a medical
college, the cleanest thing is
to be a 501(c)3 and function on
that level,” Plum said. “The
Department of Public
Instruction strongly suggests
we all function on that level.
It makes the most sense.” 

No action was taken dur-
ing the meeting. A mandato-
ry reporting meeting for all
charter school grantees will
be held Dec. 5-6 in Madison.
There is still no charter con-
tract.

Plum said the school
should be up and running
by fall 2014, though a loca-
tion is still to be deter-
mined. “We will have par-
ent meetings and a website
in late November,” Plum
said.

“This is all for opportuni-
ties for students,” Plum
said. “Many students don’t
know what’s out there. How
many jobs could have been
filled at Aurora Health Care
last week?”

Email: dgaitan@conleynet.com

Grant for proposed 
Kettle Moraine health 

charter school discussed
Still has no charter contract

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD –
The rezoning of a quarter
acre that permits Bubon
Orthodontics to build an
office near Bluemound and
Springdale roads was
approved Tuesday by the
Waukesha County Land Use,
Parks and Environment
Committee.

The site’s zoning was
changed from manufacturing
to general business, which
mirrors the land usage of the
neighboring Sam’s Club. The
site has been vacant for about
a year and now has a home,
garage and shed on it, Jason
Fruth, county planning and
zoning manager, said.

The development plans to
connect a driveway to Blue-
mound Road, which con-
cerned planners because
other driveways from Sam’s

Club to the west and another
adjacent business to east
would sandwich the Bubon
driveway, dumping traffic
onto the thoroughfare from
three close access points,
Fruth said.

No alternative access
points or shared driveways
were available, Fruth said.

Another concern is the
slope of the site, which could
send stormwater onto Blue-
mound Road to points further
east from Bubon’s paved
parking lot, he said.

The town is considering
requiring the developer to
build a detention pond on the
southeast corner of the lot to
prevent a flood of stormwa-
ter onto nearby property and
roads, he said. 

– Darryl J. Enriquez,
Special to The Freeman

County committee
approves rezoning for

orthodontics office
Left out on a limb

Tree-cutting scam artists con 
New Berlin man; police advise caution

Photo courtesy of the New Berlin Police Department 

The New Berlin Police Department has released this photo of
the vehicle believed to be involved in the scamming of World
War II veteran Joe Bach. Bach, 88, was told the workers would
cut down and remove trees from his property.The trees were
cut, but were not removed.

By Brian Huber
Freeman Staff

HARTLAND – Lots of
churches may have statues
of the Virgin Mary, but how
many of them can say theirs
were created in-house?

St. Charles Parish in Hart-
land can.

The church at 313 Circle
Drive plans on blessing its
new Our Lady of Lourdes
statue after the 10:45 a.m.
Mass this Sunday.

Created by church mem-
ber Bryan Berenson of the
Town of Lisbon, the 5 1/2-
foot-tall, approximately 900-
pound statue was hewn of
marble coming straight
from Carrarra, Italy, source
of much of the world’s
sculpted marble. Berenson,
49, has been sculpting since
1999, when he began a five-
year apprenticeship at Aus-
tria’s Schnitzschule Geisler-
Moroder, where he contin-
ues to study in pursuit of
becoming a master sculptor
of marble and wood. He also
studied in Italy.

Berenson said he’s created
or restored hundreds of
statues, but this is the
largest marble statue he’s
done to date. He designed it
and the pedestal himself,
creating a one-quarter scale
model to work from, and
spent about 190 hours over a
period of many months –
amid numerous other pro-
jects – before it was complet-
ed recently. The statue was
delivered to the church last
week, with the help of some
heavy equipment and labor
from Hunzinger Construc-
tion.

Being the first large mar-
ble statue he’s done, Beren-
son said he felt a little trepi-

dation at its unveiling.
“I was more concerned

with making sure the statue
left my place and made it to
St. Charles safely. That all
happened and it’s a huge
relief. It’s very gratifying to
see the statue in its resting
place and particularly grati-
fying to hear all of the com-
ments,” Berenson said. 

“A lot of people ask me

how I go about carving what
starts out as a block of mar-
ble and ends up being this
figure. I would say I pray. It
sounds funny, actually, but I
pray and it’s really God
working through me. It’s not
my own doing. That’s my
belief.”

The Rev. Ken Omernick,
pastor at St. Charles, said a
parishioner, Karen Philleo,

had the idea of a statue of
Mary at the church. The
church Garden Club got on
board and the rest of the
congregation quickly fol-
lowed. Omernick said he
knew Berenson from when
Berenson did some restora-
tion work at St. Gregory the
Great Parish when Omer-
nick was there previous to
coming to St. Charles.

“I basically got up one
weekend and said to people
we want to put a statue up of
Mary, would anybody like to
contribute? By the end of
the 7:15 mass the next morn-
ing we had all the money we
needed for a statue,” Omer-
nick said. “I thought, I’ve
got an artist right here in
the parish, ... and he came
up with a spectacular stat-
ue.”

The statue will be kept
outdoors, meaning it needs
resealing regularly to pro-
tect the marble. Berenson
said two stone benches will
accompany it, donated by
last year’s eighth-grade
class and Cub Scout Pack 24,
of which his son, Dylan, is a
member. In addition, Omer-
nick said the Garden Club’s
next project is to create a
rose garden around the stat-
ue, which has roses carved
into it, as well.

To view more of Beren-
son’s work, visit www.btb-
sculptor.com.

Email: bhuber@conleynet.com

At a glance
What: Our Lady of Lourdes
statue blessing
Where: St. Charles Parish, 313
Circle Drive Hartland
When: Following 10:45 a.m.
Mass on Sunday
Info: 367-0800

Church to bless Mary statue Sunday
St. Charles parishioner created image from Italian marble

Photo courtesy Shirley Lamerand

Bryan Berenson and his son, Dylan, are seen with the Our Lady
of Lourdes statue Berenson sculpted for his church, St. Charles
Parish.The statue will be blessed Sunday.


